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Administrator’s Message:   Janet Lancaster, Rochelle Barrett 

The mission of Cape St. 
Claire Elementary is to 
create and maintain an 
environment that pro-
motes academic success 
and responsible citizenship 
as measured by county, 
state and national stand-
ards.  We are dedicated to 
differentiating instruction, 
maintaining high expecta-
tions and collaborating in 
professional learning com-
munities. 
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Press ctrl and click on the link 

@CSCElemAACPS  

We are on the  Web!   
aacps.org/aacps/capesces  

New Year is a great time to get organized, make plans and set goals 
for adults and children.  Take a few minutes to talk with your chil-
dren about what they want to work on and improve in 2019 – memo-
rizing math facts, starting better study habits, completing neater 
work, keeping their room clean, just to name a few.  Be sure the 
goals are realistic and help your children make a plan for how to 
achieve them.  Monitor progress along the way and celebrate suc-
cesses!   

Arrival and Dismissal Reminders 

With temperatures getting colder, we see more students arriving 
and departing as car riders.  Please keep in mind the following pro-
cedures which have been put in place to keep our students safe dur-
ing arrival and dismissal. 

• Students may not be dropped off before 8:10 A.M.  Adult super-
vision is not available until this time. 

• Buses have the right of way in the bus loop.  We will not open the 
bus loop to day care vans or cars until all buses have arrived. 

• Students being dropped off in the “kiss and goodbye” lane should 
have all belongings ready and should exit the vehicle as quickly as 
possible.  Students must exit on the curb side.  If your student 
needs additional time, please pull into a parking space or park in 
the overflow lot and walk them across the parking lot. 

https://twitter.com/CSCElemAACPS
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Emails to Teachers 

This is a great way to communicate information to your child’s teach-
er if you have access to email.  However, we ask that you continue to 
send in a note if you need to change transportation.  It becomes a 
concern if you are emailing the change, the information may not be 
viewed before the end of the day or relayed to a substitute.  We 
want to make sure all of the children are safe and get home the cor-
rect way. 

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in helping our stu-
dents’ arrival and dismissal safe and orderly. 

 

Thank You ALL !! 

December was full of special events and activities.  On behalf of the 
staff and students, I would like to thank all who helped make these 
special days possible. 

The Winter Concert was a wonderful evening of friends, family and 
great music performed by our talented students, under the skillful 
direction of Ms. Harrison, Mrs. Fidyk and Ms. McCusker. We also 
want to thank our dedicated staff volunteers for helping with every-
thing from supervision, setting up, tearing down and printing pro-
grams. 

Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 
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A LOOK AHEAD TO FEBRUARY 2019 
  

   

Mark Your Calendar: 

 

1/15 

International Night 

 

1/21 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Birthday Observed 

Schools Closed 

 

1/28 

Crazy About Chromebooks 

 

1/29 & 1/30 

2 Hour Early Dismissal 

 

1/31 

ReadWithMe Breakfast &  

Book Swap 

Schools Closed 
 

JANUARY 2019 

Wednesday 2/6 2 Hour Early Dismissal 

Friday 2/8 Report Card Distribution 

Wednesday 2/13 Beginning Strings Concert 

Monday 2/18 Presidents Day—Schools Closed 



3 

Administrators’ Message:  Janet Lancaster, Rochelle Barrett 

 
School Closings 

It is that time of year again, and no one knows for sure what the 
Maryland weather might bring - an unexpected late opening or early 
dismissal.  Be sure to keep our office staff advised of changes to 
your phone numbers so that we can keep the county Connect Ed 
phone calling system up-to-date. In addition, pay special attention to 
the radio and television during those bad weather days for updates 
on school delays/early closings, or cancellations.  You may also get 
information from the AACPS website at www.aacps.org.   
 
Notice to Parents and Visitors 

All parents/visitors must report to the office before proceeding into 
the school. This helps ensure the safety of all of our children and 
staff. In order to gain entrance into the school, you will be required 
to provide valid, photo identification which will be scanned through 
our V-Soft program. This software allows us to track who is visiting 
our school and where they are going in the building. It also has the 
ability to provide alerts about people who may jeopardize the safety 
of our students. After signing in at the office, you will be asked to 
wear a visitor sticker or volunteer badge. In order to help us better 
track and limit the number of visitors in the building, we ask that you 
say your morning goodbyes at the front door and allow your child to 
proceed to his/her class independently.  

We also ask that you help your child be responsible for bringing all 
materials needed everyday, including lunches, instruments, and home-
work. Forgotten items can be brought to the main office and will be 
delivered to your child by a staff member.  

We welcome classroom observations. In order to get the most from 
your classroom visit, we require that you make advanced arrange-
ments with the teacher. 
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Classroom Counseling Lessons: 
 

Kindergarten and First grades lessons will be about confidence and 
good student behaviors. Second, Third, and Fourth grades are work-
ing on goal setting for the new year.  I will be asking them to make a 
goal for school and identify steps that will help them achieve that 
goal.  The Fifth grade is completing the Substance Abuse lessons by 
talking about how to deal with Peer Pressure.   
 
Next marking period the whole school will have School Counseling 
Lessons on Personal Safety.  These lessons can be found here 
https://www.aacps.org/Page/5481  and are called Erin’s Law lessons. 
“Erin’s Law” requires that all public schools in each state implement a 
prevention-oriented child sexual abuse program which teaches stu-
dents in grades prekindergarten through 12th grade age-appropriate 
techniques to recognize child sexual abuse and tell a trusted adult.  
Please feel free to follow the link or give me a call to review the ma-
terials.   
 
Human Relations Committee: 

 
The Human Relations Committee would like to thank everyone for the 
most successful toy drive we have ever had!!!  We donated 8 boxes 
of toys to the Sharing Foundation to help needy families at the Holi-
days.  The Fourth and Fifth graders on the Human Relations Commit-
tee will be assisting in our spring donation drive.  Please be looking 
for more information soon! 
 
Fifth Grade Parents:   
 
The middle school will be visiting our fifth graders in February.  At 
that time the children will fill out a Course Selection Sheet and bring 
it home for your approval.  There will be dates for orientation to 6th 
grade shared soon as well.  I will keep you posted!  The AVID teacher 
already visited to tell the 5th graders about this great opportunity.  
Applications for AVID are due back at school by January 24 at the 
latest.   

Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 

Phone:  410-222-1685 

Fax:  410-222-1687  

ANNE ARUNDEL 

COUNTY PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The School Counselor’s Corner 
Mrs. Bachman 

hbachman@aacps.org 

410-222-1685  

Please feel free to contact 
me with any questions or 
concerns.   
 

JANUARY 2019 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/5481
mailto:hbachman@aacps.org


5 

 

 Happy New Year! Kindergarteners are growing and learning each and 
every day. Winter nights make for a good time to practice sight 
words and to read books with your child. They can practice their 
sight words by using flashcards as well as games such as Bingo or Go 
Fish.   
 
During the month of January we will complete Theme 2, “The Power 
of Us”, focusing on “We Move”. The topics covered in science are mo-
tion and force. Theme 3, “The Power in Our World”, will focus on 
“Living in Our World”. In science we will learn how plants and animals 
depend on their environment.  
 
In language arts, our sight words will be: get, was, some, this, here, 
up, look, want, big, down, him and there. We will identify these words 
and use them in sentences, both verbal and written.  

 
In math, we will explore measurement using nonstandard units. We 
will continue practice counting to 81, as well as building and writing 
numbers from 16-20. We will also focus on the meanings of “less 
than” and “greater than”. Number practice should be continued at 
home using everyday situations, such as cooking, shopping, writing 
numbers on lists or even the calendar. 
  
Please be sure that your child dresses appro-
priately for the weather.  Kindergarten goes 
outside to recess as much as possible and we 
want the children to be prepared.  Thank you 
for your help.  We hope you had a nice winter 
break and a Happy New Year! 
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Mrs. Fisher,  Ms. Franco, Ms. Garrott, Ms. Paraschak, Ms. Sharpe 

JANUARY 2019 
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Welcome back! We hope you enjoyed your break! First grade is leap-
ing into the New Year ready with excitement as we continue to focus 
on how culture connects people! We will be reading both informational 
and literary texts about ways to have fun in our daily lives and also 
learn about how people from different cultures have fun. Creativity 
will play an important role in our activities and discussions. It’s time 
for your inner artist to shine! Look for details about our “First Grade 
Art Show” in the coming weeks. Additionally, we will discover long 
vowel sounds and spelling patterns. 

Our “Top Dog Reading Program” starts in January! Students will re-
ceive a letter explaining the program as well as a log book to write 
down titles they have read. Our goal is to read 100 books by the end 
of the program! Please encourage your child to write each title on 
their own. “Top Dog” is meant to motivate our young readers to in-
crease fluency, expression, and story understanding.   We “woof” to 
read at Cape St. Claire! 

Students will learn about the Declaration of Independence and why it 
is important to our history.  We will be using our best handwriting to 
sign t-shirts in honor of John Hancock, who was the first person to 
sign this important document.  Look for details in the agenda book in 
late January.  

In math we continue to sharpen our skills in addition and subtraction, 
solve story problems using tools and strategies, and understand the 
value of each digit in a two digit number. All students need to know 
their basic facts to 20. Please encourage your child to share what 
strategies they are using when figuring out a problem. We have been 
playing games and having fun while learning math facts! 

We make an effort to go outdoors for recess when the weather per-
mits. Please make sure your child is dressed accordingly and has their 
name written inside coats, hats, and gloves. 

We enjoy teaching your children and appreciate all your support! 
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931 Blue Ridge Dr. 
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Ms. Thierry, Mrs. Main, Ms. Ricucci & Ms. Wood 
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Happy New Year!  The 2nd Grade Team hopes your new year is off to 
a great start.  It’s hard to believe that we are nearing the end of 
the 2nd marking period.  Time flies when you’re having fun.   

Our next unit in math will be focus on identifying coins and counting 
coins.  After that students will be learning about plane shapes and 
solid geometric figures.  However students will still need to prac-
tice basic math facts to 20 at home.  A good way to accomplish this 
is by one of the many free websites.  Students continue to work to-
wards building comprehension in both literary and informational 
texts.  It is crucial that students continue to read at home nightly.  
Students should be reading at a level L at this time of year.   

We will be going into our third theme, Seeing Through the Eyes of 
Another.  During this theme, students will be learning about plant 
and animal diversity in science and social studies and how to be good 
environmental stewards.   

As we approach Valentine’s Day, 2nd graders will be participating in a 
card exchange.  Class lists will be coming home closer to that date.  
Report Cards for the 2nd marking period will be coming home on 
February 8th.  Please take out the report card and keep it for your 
records.  Sign and return the report card envelope.  Thanks for all 
you do at home to support our efforts.   
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Mrs. Vickers, Mrs. Bathras, Ms. Sharp, Ms. Crocker & Mrs. Bohlman 
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We hope you all had a relaxing and rejuvenating winter break and holi-
day season! Happy 2019! As we start a new year, we wrap up the 2nd 
marking period in January. Students will set goals for themselves for 
the rest of 3rd grade and will reflect on the successes they have had. 
We continue to work on thinking with a growth mindset! 
 
We will start off the New Year with a study of biographies. We will 
look at the structure of the text, as well as the content. They will 
compare the contributions of important people in history and be able 
to consolidate that information into a written informational piece. We 
continue to work on reading and comprehension strategies such as 
reading through the entire word, using context clues to make meaning, 
and listening to our inner conversation. In reading group, the students 
are analyzing text structure, and the author’s viewpoint. We also con-
tinue to look at a wide variety of text genres including tall tales, fa-
bles, and narrative nonfiction. The students are noting the elements of 
each type of text. We continue to work on multiple meaning words, fig-
urative language, and writing to text. 
 

We continue to work on elapsed time and telling time to the nearest 
minute. Then our measurement unit goes into measuring capacity and 
mass. In January we begin with algebra! The students will use the 
Hands-on Equations units to balance both sides of an equation, and to 
solve for an unknown. They will solve equations with subtraction, addi-
tion, and multiplication. They will learn the meaning of the parenthesis 
in an equation. They will represent equations and be able to write their 
own.  Our mathematicians will also continue their study of measure-
ment in time, volume, mass, and length. At this point in the year, we 
look closely at the multiplication patterns of x3 and x4 facts. We look 
at how multiplication can be useful in division. Ask your child about 
their use of Chromebooks in math! 

 
Students will be learning about how we honor people, or groups of peo-
ple, who contributed to the common good of society. We will explore 
how Anne Arundel County honors the contributions 
of its citizens. Our third graders will explore how 
actions, words, and thoughts create compromise or 
conflict. Finally, the will participate in a research 
project on a country and participate in an interna-
tional fair!  Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 

Phone:  410-222-1685 

Fax:  410-222-1687  

ANNE ARUNDEL 

COUNTY PUBLIC 
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Science & Social 

Studies 

Ms. Garrett, Mrs. Wilkinson, Ms. Weller & Mrs. Ziemer 
JANUARY 2019 
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Students will learn that scientists sort and classify organisms based on 
similarities and differences in characteristics or traits. Students can 
easily observe external traits of animals such as body coverings; type, 
shape, and number of external features; and type, shape, and color of 
eyes. Similarly, they can observe external traits of plants such as the 
type of root system or the shape, color, and average size of leaves. 
They will learn that the characteristics that organisms inherit influence 
how they look and how they function within their environment. As stu-
dents observe parents and their offspring, they will notice that parents 
and offspring share many traits. As they observe a larger number of or-
ganisms from the same group, they will notice similarities and differ-
ences in the traits of individuals within a group. To extend their under-
standing, students will make predictions about the impact of environ-
mental conditions on the life cycle of different organisms. Start think-
ing and planning for your science fair projects! Students can complete 
the scientific method or a project using the engineering process. More 
information coming soon! 
 
 For the first week of January students will have a reading comprehen-

sion assignment each night instead of spelling. These biographies will 
require the students to make claims/ answer questions (part A) and 
then to choose a supporting detail from the text (part B). Then for 
the second week, they will have a reading/writing assignment in which 
they read about two famous people and then write a newspaper article 
about why they both are important in history. Directions for each 
night will be sent home on Monday of that week. These are follow up 
activities from what we are doing at school. These both will be helpful 
as review before the quarter 2 reading assessment on Jan 18th.  

 In math, we continue to have paper homework (book or worksheet) 
each night Monday- Thursday. Please review this with your child as it 
is important review at home! 

 Whenever possible, encourage your child to practice typing! Google 
docs is a great spot for your child to write stories, create newspaper 
articles, and complete spelling homework. This important skill will be 
used throughout this year and beyond. This round of quarterly assess-
ments will all be computer based and will require typing.  

 Baby it’s cold outside! Please send your child to school in winter gear, 
including a coat each day. Many students claim they don’t need it but 
with temps in 30s and 40s, our rule is if you wore it to school, you 
wear it outside.  

 Look out for the next field trip permission slip. The trip will be in 
March to the Baltimore Museum of Industry. 
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Other Important 

Information 

Ms. Garrett, Mrs. Wilkinson, Ms. Weller & Mrs. Ziemer 
JANUARY 2019 
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Topics: The end of quarter two brings more division (check out 
YouTube for some great tutorials about the partial products meth-
od), including how to interpret a remainder.  We will conclude the 
quarter by learning about perimeter and area.   
  
Resources: You can find Parent Newsletters for each math unit on 
our Blackboard site.  These newsletters are a great tool for explain-
ing strategies we are using, helping with homework, and games for 
additional practice. 
 
Math Fact Fluency:  Mastering multiplication facts will be crucial 
this year.  This is the #1 skill we recommend to help your child with 
at home.  All students have a First in Math account to practice 
facts online at home.  Thank you for support! 
 
ALPs: We are continuing to discover new ways to use fractions as we 
explore grandmother’s attic in our M-cubed unit.   
 
Comprehension:  We will continue our study of nonfiction texts, fo-
cusing on the text’s structure.  Students will determine the main 
idea and supporting details, and use those details to summarize the 
text.  Our read aloud books will focus on slavery in America and the 
brave men and women who fought against it.   
 
Writing: This quarter’s writing piece will be an informational piece 
based on a research project about an assigned county in Mary-
land.  The final product will be a class-made travel book about Mary-
land’s counties! 
 
Spelling: Students will continue to explore spelling patterns through 
word sorts.  Your child is in a spelling group 
appropriate for his/her needs.  Each word list 
lasts for two weeks.  Students have designat-
ed time each day to practice their words. 
 
ALPs: We will begin William & Mary.  This is a 
curriculum designed to challenge the stu-
dent’s critical reasoning skills. Our first novel 
will be The Secret Garden.  One goal is to de-
velop an understanding of the concept of 
change in a piece of literature. 
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Mr. Poorman, Ms. Bisson, Ms. Heintz, Ms. LaRosa & Ms. Taylor  
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Science hits really close to home in the next few weeks as we dis-
cuss weathering and erosion.  We can spot examples of weathering 
(breaking down of rocks and minerals) and erosion (movement of 
broken down rocks and minerals) on our very own playground.  Can 
you find examples in your backyard?  In your neighborhood?  If your 
family has ever taken a trip to Calvert Cliffs, that would be an awe-
some example of the weathering and erosion we’ll be discussing. 
 
As we journey through Maryland’s history, we will take a stop in ear-
ly Maryland’s government to discover why our state legislative 
branch is bicameral (new vocabulary!).  Our unit will conclude with 
the writing of a class constitution.  What kinds of individual rights 
and “government” responsibilities do you think your child will want to 
see in our constitution? 
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Happy New Year!  We hope everyone enjoyed time with their fami-
lies over the break. 
 
In Language Arts, students will be working on finding evidence to 
support important ideas in both informational and narrative 
texts.  In writing, students will work on “unpacking a prompt” to see 
what they need to focus on when completing on-demand writing 
tasks. 
 
In Math, students will continue to work on fractions.  They will mas-
ter multiplying fractions and then learn to divide fractions.  They will 
also need to be able to determine when to use each operation in real-
world problems.  If your child has passed out of xtraMath practice, 
encourage him/her to log onto www.firstinmath.com for maintaining 
fact fluency and practicing problem solving. 
 
The final Science unit for second quarter focuses on matter.  Stu-
dents will investigate the concept of mass in order to determine that 
the mass of the parts are equal to the mass of the whole.  They will 
conduct investigations to determine the effect heating and cooling 
has on objects and observe and record the changes they cause and 
explore the properties of water by recognizing the three states in 
which water is found on Earth.  Students will also learn the differ-
ence between physical and chemical changes.  
 
Unit 2 in Social Studies is wrapping up and students should be able 
to explain the reasons why the American colonies wanted to be free 
from British rule. 

Notes/Reminders: Please in-
spect the condition of your 
child’s binder; many are starting 
to fall apart.  If it needs to be 
replaced, please get a new one so 
your child can continue to stay 
organized for the remainder of 
the year.  Also, please check 
with your child to see if they 
need a refresher on supplies, 
such as pencils, glue, paper,  
etc.  We have noticed that many 
students are running short of 
supplies.  
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5th Grade Happenings  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Smith, Mrs. Weekley, Ms. Green, Ms. Stuhlman 
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READING CORNER & CULTURAL ARTS 

Reading Specialists                  Mrs. Burrows, Ms. Dimka 
 

#AACPSReadWithMe 
 

As you know, reading aloud is the single most important activity 
adults can do to enhance literacy acquisition. Additionally, the amount 
of time spent reading is a strong indicator of future academic suc-
cess.  To support student literacy, the Office of Equity and Acceler-
ated Student Achievement and Cape St Claire Elementary are excited 
to participate in the #AACPSReadWithMe Challenge!  The 
#AACPSReadWithMe Challenge will kick off in January since it is Na-
tional Book Month, Maryland Reading Month and National Reading 
Day. 
 
There are three components to the #AACPSReadWithMe Challenge: 

 Increase awareness within the home and the community of 
the benefits of reading aloud to young children, 

 Increase the number of students who register for a library 
card and the number of books in students’ homes, 

 Provide recognition for the schools that are most active in 
supporting the initiative. 

Don’t forget to join us on January 31st from 8:30-9:15 in the cafete-
ria for our Breakfast and Book Swap event. RSVP and bring a book to 
swap here at school. A light breakfast will be provided. Hope to see 
you there. 

 

 

 
We are very happy and pleased to announce our new Media Assistant 
Mrs. Ellen Alvarez. Mrs. Alvarez' days to work in the Media are Mon-
day through Friday from 8:30 to 11:45. Way to go Cape St. Claire! 

 
We also have news about the Garden Club. Mrs. My-
ers and Mr. Gillette have installed a bird house in 
the courtyard. Our Garden Club students have se-
lected their own bird house to paint. During the 
winter we will work on our bird houses to eventually 
place in the trees. We are also placing a bird feed-
er on the stand with the big bird house. 
 

Looking forward to a great January! 

Media              Mrs. Horton, Mrs. English, Ms. Randall, Mrs. Alvarez 
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If your child has a cast or sling, or requires the 
use of crutches, please notify the Health Room 
and provide physician documentation regarding the 
level of activity restriction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
December was a great month in Physical Education. For all grades, the 
majority of the month was focused on balance and tumbling (basic 
gymnastic skills). During this unit, the students learned a variety of 
basic rolls and balances as well as some creative movement. The stu-
dents did well to remain safe and focus on these skills. 
 
The students also participated in winter stations that were designed 
to teach the students about winter Olympic events. The students 
worked hard and seemed to enjoy these activities. We are looking for-
ward to a great January which will include a jump rope unit.  
 
Please remember to have the students wear tennis shoes on the days 
that they have P.E. Thank you for your support.  
 

 

JANUARY 2019 

HEALTH ROOM & CULTURAL ARTS 

Health Room                     Mrs. Kehs, RN, Ms. French, HA 

Physical Education            Mr. Gillette, Ms. Shuck 
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Kindergarten will be working on dynamics, high and low sounds, and up-
ward and downward melodic contour by singing, moving and playing in-
struments. 
 
First grade will be reviewing dynamics, high and low voices and melodic 
steps, skips and repeats through singing and playing instruments. 
 
Second grade is playing a variety of melodic patterns that move by 
step, skip, repeat and leap. The students will also work on the differ-
ence between staccato and legato while singing and playing instru-
ments. A variety of dynamics will be used as the students sing and play 
instruments. 
 
Third grade is working on the treble clef note names. They will also be 
preparing for playing the soprano recorder in the months ahead. 
 
Fourth grade is reviewing melodic patterns and the treble clef note 
names. The fourth grade is preparing for beginning “Recorder Karate”. 
When a student passes a song, they will receive a ribbon to go on their 
recorder. Each song will get a little more difficult, and hopefully all 
the students will achieve their goal of getting a black ribbon.  
 
Fourth grade chorus will begin at the end of January.  
 
Fifth grade will be working on playing a melodic piece independently 
that incorporates steps, skips, repeats and leaps. The major and minor 
scale will be introduced. We will also begin listening and identifying 
music from different style periods.  
 
The 5th grade chorus will sing at Magothy River Middle School on Jan-
uary 16th.   
 

JANUARY 2019 

CULTURAL ARTS 

Chorus & General Music               Ms. Harrison & Mrs. Rossell 
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CAPE ST. CLAIRE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
ABSENTEE FORM 

 
 

My son/daughter _______________________________________________, Grade __________ 
                                             (First Name)  (Last Name) 
 
was absent from school on _______________________________________________________ 
                                                                                             (Dates) 
 
*Per AACPS Policy – Absences due to illness in excess of five (5) consecutive days require a 
physician’s note* 
 

 Illness of child 
 

 Court 
 

 Doctor or Dentist 
 

 Religious Holiday 
 

 Death in Immediate Family 
 

 Other (explain below) 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Parent Signature: _________________________________________ Date: _________________ 
 
Phone Number: ___________________________________________ 

 

Main Office 
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